
 
 

A Few Presidential Quotations About National Parks 

“There is nothing so American as our national parks.... The fundamental idea behind the 

parks...is that the country belongs to the people, that it is in process of making for the 

enrichment of the lives of all of us.” 

-Franklin D. Roosevelt  

(1936) 

 

"The idea of preserving in a national grouping such spots of scenic beauty and historic 

memory originated here in this country...In Europe, Asia, Africa, and Latin America, other 

countries have followed our pioneering example and set aside their most magnificent scenic 

areas as national treasures for the enjoyment of present and future generations." 

-Dwight D. Eisenhower 

Personal memoirs (1963) 

 

“National parks and reserves are an integral aspect of intelligent use of natural resources. It is 

the course of wisdom to set aside an ample portion of our natural resources as national parks 

and reserves, thus ensuring that future generations may know the majesty of the earth as we 

know it today.” 

-John F. Kennedy 

World Conference on National Parks (June 23, 1962) 

 

"Our National Parks belong to each of us, and they are natural places to learn, exercise, 

volunteer, spend time with family and friends, and enjoy the magnificent beauty of our great 

land." 

-George W. Bush 

Announcement of National Park Week (April 16, 2008) 
 

 

 


